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Habitat Preference

Slow-moving streams, rivers, lakes, and farm ponds Often
found in soft sediments in water one-to-several meters deep.

Characteristics

Vegetative

Submersed, spirally arranged, alternate leaves. Reddish and
made up of one segment. Leaves wide in the middle,
ruffled, and tapered at both end. Some floating leaves.
Flowers

4 petals, greenish flowers emerge from the surface of the
water. Dry seed (achene), reddish-brown when mature.

Ecological Contributions to Lake Champlain

« Large nutlets make a valuable waterfowl food.

« Decomposition by bacteria and fungi provides food
(called “detritus”) for many aquatic invertebrates.

« Provide habitats for many micro and macro invertebrates.
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